Course Syllabus and Classroom Expectations

Course Title:  English 12CP
Teacher:  Mrs. Peabody
Textbook:  None
Paperbacks (provided):  Richard III, Hamlet, The Kite Runner, Angela’s Ashes
State of Michigan Department of Education ELA Units Covered:

Discourse:  Learning Life’s Lessons through Literature

Unit 12.4    Maintaining Balance and Integrity:  The Responsibility of the Individual 

(Richard III, Hamlet, Senior Project)

Unit 12.5    Social Responsibility:  Redefining the American Dream in a World Context


(The Kite Runner, Angela’s Ashes, Senior Project)

Materials Needed:

One 3 –Ring Binder (at least 2 inch in any color)

This binder will function as your English Senior Project Binder and will be your responsibility to bring to class each day.  Do not keep work for other classes in this binder – keep it organized!  
6 binder divider sheets (3-ring indexes with tabs – these can be purchased in packs)

One package (100-150 sheets) of college ruled lined paper.    

1 flash drive  It is recommended that you attach a flash drive on your keychain or lanyard.  
Course Description

This course will encourage students to develop a positive attitude toward literature, writing, and language study.  It will focus on grammar skills, higher order thinking skills, and improvement of writing.  Students will also expand their vocabulary, develop their reading skills, and express detailed thoughts through daily classroom and homework assignments.  The senior project will provide students with goals and plans to be successful beyond high school.  
Course Objectives:

The learner will (TLW) effectively utilize higher order thinking

TLW expand their vocabulary and grammatical skills

TLW be able to identify, as well as create within their own writing, the essential elements of writing

TLW be able to utilize writing tools effectively

TLW be able to research and create a multi-media presentation
TLW improve their reading skills

Absences/Skips/Tardies

In order to succeed in class, you must be present and on time.  All absences must be excused within 48 hours.  Unverified absences are considered a “skip.” 
Grading Procedure

Card marking grades will be based on the district 13 point scale.  

Make-Up Work

It is the student’s responsibility to request and make up all missed assignments due to an excused absence.   Students should check the assignment postings to determine what was missed and communicate directly with the teacher.  All make-up work is due no later than the beginning of the next class period (unless otherwise instructed).   Extra handouts are located in the bin marked “extra handouts” in the front of the classroom.  
Senior Project

Description:  The senior project is an intensive research based semester long project culminating in a multi-media presentation.  Failure to complete and pass the senior project will result in failing the course.  The topic of this year’s senior project is a future occupation.  

Evaluation:  Throughout the course of the semester you will be graded on your progress.  We expect that you will have 25% of the research finished by the fifth week of the semester.  We expect that you will have 50% of the research finished by the tenth week of the semester.  Your instructor will assign specific dates. 

The final project will be graded as follows:


 Binder 50%


 Presentation 30%


 Works Cited Page 20%

If any of the three components are missing or incomplete, the project grade will be a zero. 

Requirements:

Binder: The binder will be used to demonstrate the depth and scope of your research.  The binder must be divided using tabs.  The binder must contain the binder checklist, copies of all of your research with formatted (MLA Style) bibliographic information, and typed transcripts of your interview.  

Presentation: The presentation must be 8-10 minutes in length.  You must use multi-media resources to support and enhance your presentation.  You must use PowerPoint.  You may also use Photostory and video/audio media.  If you have additional ideas, please speak with your teacher to make sure our technology can support it.  All presentations must be accompanied by a formal typed outline of your presentation.  The outline must include parenthetical citations.  Parenthetical citations must be present on any slides that incorporate outside sources.  Failure to include parenthetical citations is considered plagiarism and will result in an automatic zero.

Works Cited Page: You must submit a typed works cited page (MLA style) to go along with your outline.  Although we encourage you to use many sources, we require you to cite a minimum of 15 sources.  

Additional information:  You will be given class time at the discretion of your instructor to work on this project.  However, additional time outside of school will be needed to complete this assignment.  Please plan accordingly. 

Communication

I am available during my prep hour (5th)on most days.  Schedule before or after school meetings in advance by calling (Extension 13207) or email jpeabody@wcskids.net.  
Please complete and sign the attached acknowledgement indicating that you have read and understand the course expectations.  

