Course Syllabus and Classroom Expectations

Course Title:  9th Grade English

Teacher:  Mrs. Peabody
Website:  www.mrspeabody.weebly.com
Textbook:  Prentice Hall Literature Text – Gold Level
State of Michigan Department of Education ELA Units Covered:

Discourse:  Learning Life’s Lessons through Literature


Unit 9.3 Contemporary Novel – Central Idea = Integrity, Truth, Courage (Night)


Unit 9.4 – Epic Poetry – Central Idea=Relationships, Bravery (The Odyssey)


Unit 9.5  - Shakespearean Tragedy  Central Idea = Decisions and Their Long-term Effects 
(Romeo and Juliet)

Materials Needed:

One 3 –Ring Binder (at least 2 inch in any color)

This binder will function as your English assignment log and will be your responsibility to bring to class each day.  All class assignments will be kept in this binder for future reference.  Do not keep work for other classes in this binder – keep it organized!  
Flash Drive – minimum 1gig – bring this with you to class every day (get one that will hook to your lanyard or key ring)

1 package of college ruled lined paper OR spiral notebook (100-150 sheets).  This paper is to be placed in your 3-ring English binder.  

General Expectations

Students are expected to arrive on time with supplies and ready to learn.  They are expected to put forth no less than their personal best.  All students will demonstrate respect for themselves, their peers, and the teacher.  Students will also come to class with a willingness to share ideas and listen respectfully to peer ideas.  
Course Description

This course will encourage students to develop a positive attitude toward literature, writing, and language study.  It will focus on grammar skills, higher order thinking skills, and improvement of writing.  Students will also expand their vocabulary, develop their reading skills, and express detailed thoughts through daily classroom and homework assignments.  

Course Objectives:

The learner will (TLW) effectively utilize higher order thinking

TLW expand their vocabulary and grammatical skills

TLW be able to identify, as well as create within their own writing, the essential elements of writing

TLW be able to utilize writing tools effectively

TLW be able to write a cohesive multi-paragraph essay (while utilizing the writing process)

TLW improve their reading skills

Methods

Student will learn by teacher lecture, classroom discussion, writing exercises, brainstorming activities, group work, peer editing, readings and written reflections, journals, daily grammar and vocabulary activities, and essay assignments

Absences/Skips/Tardies
In order to succeed in this class, you must be present and on time.  No discussion!  Participation points will be earned by students who are in class and on time.  
Passes

Passes will not be allowed during the first ten minutes of class or during instruction.  Wait until it is work time, fill out the reason and time on the current date on a page in your English notebook labeled “passes,” and then approach the teacher for a signature on the pass.  Students who abuse the attendance policy (chronically tardy, absent) will be restricted from leaving the classroom for any reason.    

Grading Procedure

All assignments, tests, and quizzes will be assigned a point value.  Individual assignment grades can be calculated by dividing the points earned by the total points possible.  Student grades will be posted periodically in the classroom (using student #, not name) and all assignments, card marking grades, and semester grades will be posted based on the 13 point scale per district policy.  
Make-Up Work

It is the student’s responsibility to request and make up all missed assignments due to an excused absence.  To make up a missing assignment or discuss points earned on an individual assignment, the student should approach the teacher individually and in a timely manner.  Students should check the assignment postings (in the classroom and on the website) to determine what was missed and communicate directly with the teacher.  All make-up work is due no later than the beginning of the next class period (unless otherwise instructed).   Extra handouts are located in the bin marked “extra handouts” in the front of the classroom.  
Communication

My lesson plans are posted under “9th Grade on my website.  Please bookmark it on your computer:    mrspeabody.weebly.com.    I am available during 5th hour (12:14-1:14 Tuesday-Friday; 12:32-1:23 Monday).  Before or after school meetings must be planned in advance.  Please feel free to contact me (via phone or email) with any questions or concerns.  Email messages will be answered promptly.         jpeabody@ wcskids.net

574-3250 X 13207
Classroom Rules
Come to class with supplies (id, book, pen, pencil, assignments, binder).
Be respectful of others’ comments, opinions, and ideas.
Be respectful of the teacher, the teacher’s work area, and classroom time.
The teacher dismisses the class at the end of the hour and all students are to remain seated until dismissal.
Backpacks, beverages, food, candy, ipods, and cd players are not permitted.  Cell phones must be turned off and out of sight.  

Be an active classroom participant by asking questions, sharing ideas, and speaking up when appropriate.
This course syllabus should be kept as a reference for the semester!
Please detach the information sheet and return by Thursday, January 28
Return this form by January 28, 2010

English 9 – Mrs. Peabody

2nd Semester – January 2010

Student’s Name (printed)______________________________________ Hour________

Parent’s Name (printed)___________________________________________________

Parent’s preferred telephone number ____________________________

Any additional information the teacher should know:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

My signature below acknowledges that I have read and understand the English 9 course syllabus and classroom expectations.  

Student’s Signature _________________________________Date______________________

Parent’s Signature __________________________________Date______________________

