English 12 MLA Position Papers

English 12 students will research, write, and present position papers during 1st semester.  During 1st card marking students will write four position paragraphs and master the CEE (claim, evidence, evidence) writing style.  During 2nd card marking students will write four complete two-page position papers.  One class period each week will be solely dedicated to work on these papers and some additional class time may be devoted to answering questions or displaying student work.  

· Find a current event article from a reputable source (The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, New York Post, Washington Post, The Detroit Free Press, CNN)

· Using the information from the article, take a position on an issue related to the article.  State that position as your thesis.  For the 1st card marking paragraphs, provide at least two solid claims (reasons why the reader should agree with your position). For the 2nd card marking papers, provide at least three claims (reasons why the reader should agree with your position).  These claims should be stated as the topic sentences for your body paragraphs.  They are strong statements of fact that support your thesis.  
· For each claim, provide at least two pieces of evidence (statistics, facts, testimonials) to support your claim.    

· While some articles provide sufficient evidence for your claims, you are required to use at least one additional source (in addition to your original article) as evidence.  

· Cite your sources!  Where did your evidence come from?  Cite the original article and your outside source(s).  Plagiarism will result in a zero on the paper and a referral to the assistant principal.  Please refer to the handout on plagiarism or see your teacher if you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism.  

· All papers will be presented in MLA format and will be two pages in length (plus a works cited page).

· Students must make a copy of the main article and students must turn in evidence of prewriting.  

· Paragraph Due Dates: 1st Card Marking -  Friday, September 23, Friday, October 7, Friday, October 21, Thursday, November 3  

· Two-page Paper Due Dates:  2nd Card Marking - Friday, November 18, Friday, December 2, Friday, December 16, Friday, January 13

· Presentation Mondays - Monday class periods after due dates will be devoted to paper presentations.  Four or five paragraphs/papers will be chosen by the teacher each Presentation Monday to be displayed on the ELMO, read aloud by the writer, and graded for 100 points.  The remaining students’ paragraphs/papers will be scanned for a specific skill (MLA Format, Thesis Statement, CEE body paragraph, use of vocabulary words, etc) and graded on a 20 point scale.  Every student will have one 100 point paper and three 20 point paragraphs/papers each card marking.   Once your 100 point assignment has been graded, you still need to turn in all remaining papers.  Failure to turn in an essay after your 100 point essay is graded will result in a 20% deduction on the 100 point essay for each subsequent missing essay.  

